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 Language is a universal means of communication.  Whether in China or Uganda, Canada 

or Spain, people use language to communicate and interact with each other in their everyday 

lives.  Everyone uses some form of language daily, whether electronically or vocalized.  

However, despite the fact that it is used globally, language comes in many shapes and forms.  

There are thousands of languages and dialects, some similar and some drastically different.  

However, differences often arise over language.  People see those that speak differently as aliens, 

unnatural beings who don’t belong.  Such is the case with immigration in many places such as 

the United States of America.  Although a culturally diverse nation, there are people who think 

that English is the supreme language and should be mandated, perhaps becoming the national 

language.  However, enforcing a form of “official” English and opposing all vernacular English 

as well as other languages would be harmful to the abundant diversity that is present in the 

United States and would only serve to backpedal on hundreds of years of progress.  Establishing 

English as the official language of the United States would be set a harmful precedent by 

extinguishing native languages through forcing people to learn English and decreasing the 

amount of cultural diversity in the Untied States. 

 Enforcing English as the official language of the United States would force people to 

learn English.  However, proponents of enforcement state that people would still be able to speak 

their native languages, “Official means that every citizen, upon entering America’s…should 



minimally be able to identify the words President and Vice President…The immigrant, of course, 

has the right to speak whatever he wants” (Krauthammer, page 542, paragraph 11). 

Krauthammer is appealing to the logos of his audience when he says so by saying that enforcing 

official English would not restrict the ability of immigrants to speak their native language.  He 

makes a good argument based on examples of countries with established official languages, such 

as Canada.  For the most part, however, his argument is flawed because despite the abundant 

languages in those countries, language still segregates people from each other.  Those speaking 

English live in different cities than those speaking French, except for special cases such as 

Quebec, which are cultural melting pots, much like current America.  The fear of creating an 

official language in America is that native languages will be lost.  An immigrant would see no 

reason to teach his native tongue to his children if there is no foreseeable advantage.  Teaching 

them English from a young age would be much more beneficial to them.  Thus, native languages 

will be lost from generation to generation until they disappear permanently, not to be spoken by 

anyone but scholars.  Unlike Krauthammer, Salais uses effective pathos in order to convey her 

point.  

 Creating an official language would only seek to hurt the cultural diversity created by 

hundreds of years of progress and tolerance.  Immigrants knowing little English would be 

hesitant to travel to America, fearing that they would be ridiculed or unable to cope.  It would 

make it harder for immigrants to communicate with official government agencies and 

organizations such as schools.  For example Leticia Salais, explains how she dealt with her 

native tongue, “Growing up in the poorest…I did everything I could to escape the 



poverty…didn’t speak a word of English” (Salais, page 545, paragraph 2).  She is appealing 

strongly to the pathos of the readers, by informing them of how hard her life was a child.  She 

uses her background effectively because it gives the reader insight into the circumstances behind 

her article and how it may have caused her to make the decisions she did.  The effect this has on 

readers is to cause them to sympathize with her.  Even though English was not the official 

language, Salais was still embarrassed by her native tongue.  Thus she refused to speak it in 

public, only on rare occasion with her mother while shopping for groceries or at home.  If 

English were the official language, it would only serve to further humiliate people who have 

native languages other than English.  People fear being out of the norm, of going against the 

grain, causing them to lose a part of themselves in the process, as they adapt to the socially 

accepted standards.  Salais also talks about how she never spoke Spanish in front of her older son 

and the regrets she holds now as a result. She talks about how stole an opportunity from him, 

making the decision for him rather than giving him the chance to make the decision later on in 

his life, as she did.  Salais uses pathos effectively throughout her essay by conveying emotions 

and thoughts through her sentences that fill the reader with a strong sense of regret. 

 Pathos is the ultimate decider of the credibility of an article of piece of work.  Both Salais 

and Krauthammer use their backgrounds as a source of pathos.  However, they differ in the 

effectiveness of their argument because of the credibility they have or lack.  Krauthammer 

effectively uses his background as a well-educated and intellectual individual known to make 

clear, prose arguments in order to strengthen his logos argument.  His background with research 

in political science gives him a considerable advantage in knowledge considering how difficult it 



is for a policy to be enacted.  Krauthammer, however, lacks actual experience on the topic in 

question, relying on his inferences and the assumptions based on his early childhood in Quebec.  

Salais’ ethos lies primarily in her Hispanic background.  She is qualified to speak about the 

subject because she has experienced many of the problems that the issue concerns.  She has 

experience growing up an immigrant child, as well as raising her own two sons, only one of 

which is bilingual.  She knows how her focus on the importance of English led to her son being 

stripped of the gift of bilingualism.  Salais also had experience working in a nursing home, 

mostly made up of elderly people who were struggling to understand the English language.  She 

understand the issues that affect the immigrant community and how an official language would 

affect them better than Krauthammer due to the vast amount of experience she has amassed at 

home and at work.  Because of this, her ethos influences the reader significantly more than 

Krauthammer’s allowing her piece to be more effective. 

 Creating an official language would only serve to bring harm to the United States.  There 

are more problems that would arise than problems that would be solved.  There is no need to 

create new conflicts out of something that is not a problem.  Language should be used to connect 

people, not segregate them.  America was founded by people who were escaping from 

discrimination, fleeing those who would seek to harm them.  Persecuting people who speak a 

different language would be no different.  People must be able to express their feelings and 

words in whatever way they wish.  Different languages only help to bring prosperity to the 

United States and should not be eliminated.  Languages are diverse and should continue to be 



allowed to change and grow unimpeded, so in the future, future generations can look into the 

past and read the words of their forefathers. 
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