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Lets get down to business!



Common Grammar error: A) Vague Pronoun 
Reference

● Error#1: Too many 
antecedents-

● Warning: When a writer uses a 
pronoun, the writer must make 
sure to clearly refer the pronoun to 
a specific noun. 1 Noun=1 
Pronoun. 

● Incorrect Example: Rambo 
fought a male bear and he took 
him down. ( who is he? Is it 
Rambo or the bear.)

● Both Rambo and the bear can be 
antecedents so the pronoun must 
be used clearly to refer to the 
desired noun.

● Good Example: Rambo fought a 
male bear and he took the bear 
down.

Respect 
Rambo!



Lesson Continues!
● Error#2:Hidden Antecedent
● a writer must make sure to refer clearly 

to an antecedent that functions as an 
Adjective.

● Poor example: The candy dish was 
empty but Rambo got tired of eating it 
anyways.(What was he eating the 
candy or the dish?) 

● Because candy functions as an 
adjective the writer must state what is 
being used as a subject.

● Good example: The candy dish was 
empty but Rambo was tired of eating 
candy anyways. It is clear in this 
format so a pronoun is not 
necessary.

NO MORE 
CANDY!!!



So on….
● Error#3: No antecedent at 

ALL!
● A writer must always give an 

antecedent when using a pronoun.
● Bad example: Rambo, hoping to get 

admitted to Hogwarts, called the 
school but they did not answer. 
(Who is they?)

● No antecedent was provided so it is 
unclear who the pronoun is referring 
to.

● Good Example: Rambo, hoping to 
get admitted to Hogwarts, called the 
school administrators but they did 
not answer.

I use my knife Lucy 
as a wand.



Common Grammar Errors: b)lack of 
agreement between subject and verb

● Subject-verb agreement 
requires the subject to agree 
in number with the verb.

● So if a subject is singular we 
need singular verbs; if subject 
is plural we need plural verbs.

● Improper example: Rambo kill 
the flies with his forehead.

● Correct example: Rambo kills 
the flies with his forehead.

Flies do not stand 
a chance.



More examples
● Improper(singular): Rambo 

seek the boogieman 
because the boogieman 
owes him money.

● Proper(singular): Rambo 
seeks the boogieman 
because the boogieman 
owes him money.

● Improper(plural): The 
boogiemen runs from 
Rambo.

● Proper(plural): The 
boogiemen run from 
Rambo.

I WILL FIND YOU 
MR. 

BOOGIEMAN!!!



Common Grammar errors: c)lack of agreement 
between pronoun and antecedent.

● A writer must make sure 
that the pronoun always fits 
along with the antecedent.

● Improper(person):The person 
whose messes with Rambo 
better watch out.

● Proper(person):The person 
who messes with Rambo 
better watch out.

WHERE IS MY 
CANDY?!!



More Examples
● Improper(gender):Rambo was 

driving an army truck and she 
made the truck crash for fun.

● Proper(gender):Rambo was 
driving an army truck and he 
made the truck crash for fun.

● Improper(number): The 
soldiers thought they could 
take on Rambo with they skills 
but ended up crying like 
babies.

● Proper(number):The soldiers 
thought they could take on 
Rambo with their skills but 
ended up crying like babies.

I did not want it to 
go KA-BOOM…



Writing Strategy 
● Audience – a particular group 

of people to which a piece of 
writing is directed to.

● (question to ask: who am I writing 
to?)

●  Purpose- reason for which the 
author is writing. 

● ( question to ask: why am I 
writing?)

● Having an audience in mind and 
knowing your purpose will help 
move towards clear thinking and 
better writing.

Keep me in 
mind…



SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT
Subjects and verbs must agree in number, which means a singular subject 
requires a singular verb and a plural subject requires a plural verb. 
Examples: I am here. (Singular) You are here. (Sing/pl) Rambo is here. (Singular) 
We are here. (Plural)

Tips
1. Connecting two subjects with "and" usually makes them plural
Example: Rambo and Lucy are friends. The SUV and the ATV run well. He and I 
are friends.
2. Connecting subjects with "or" or "nor" can require either a singular verb or 
plural verb; use the subject closer to the verb to decide which form is correct. 
Example: Neither she nor I am going. Neither Rambo nor Lucy is going. 
3. Prepositional phrases never contain the subject of the sentence. In most 
cases, you should ignore the prepositional phrase when trying to determine the 
correct verb form to use. 
Example: One of the guns is malfunctioning. The lieutenant, along with the 
soldiers, is celebrating.



VAGUE PRONOUN REFERENCE
Vague pronoun reference occurs when a reader tell which noun in a sentence a 
pronoun refers to.
Examples:
Incorrect Example: Rambo fought a male bear and he took him down. (Who is 
he? Is it Rambo or the bear?)
Both Rambo and the bear can be antecedents so the pronoun must be used 
clearly to refer to the desired noun.
Good Example: Rambo fought a male bear and he took the bear down.

LACK OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN A PRONOUN AND AN ANTECENDENT
The pronoun and antecedent must match in gender, number, and subject.
Example:
Improper (gender): Rambo was driving an army truck and she made the truck 
crash for fun.
Proper (gender): Rambo was driving an army truck and he made the truck crash 
for fun.



THE END BYE!!!


