
Notes on Rhetorical Analysis 

 Rhetorical analysis is the usage of critical thinking in order to analyze a text and break it 

down into the parts.  You use your skills in order to determine what the writer is attempting to 

accomplish and how they are reaching their audience.  In order to properly analyze a work, you 

must understand how the author utilizes his knowledge of the audience in order to get their point 

across.  The strategies the writher can use could be anything from tone, word choice, or structure 

of their piece.  In order to properly analyze a piece of writing, you must take all factors into 

account and place yourself in the reader’s seat, as well as visualizing what the author is trying to 

accomplish.  A rhetorical analysis should always be written up, in order to provide other readers 

with insight into the author’s work as well as provide you with a more concise and compact 

source of information.  Your piece should consider the content and style of the text, as well as 

any ethos, pathos, or logos the writer uses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Notes on Comparison and Contrast Essay 

 A good comparison and contrast essay should not directly state the differences and 

similarities between two subjects, but let the reader draw their own conclusions.  A good essay 

does not need to state the obvious.  Rather, it will provide facts and support that allows the 

readers to see it for themselves.  This causes the essay to reverberate stronger with the reader and 

enhance their experience, letting them view the subject matter in a new way.  A good essay 

should also compare two products that are different entities.  They should hold no affiliation with 

each other, such as being manufactured by the same company or falling under the same brand.  

This prevents stating the obvious in your essay, which should be already out there for everyone 

to see.  Your essay should also differ from the standard format, allowing you to deviate from the 

standard five paragraph essay.  This allows you to hammer in points more effectively by creating 

counter-arguments and providing balance to your essay. 

  


