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 We began class by discussing the prompt for the writing diagnostic. The prompt was 

somewhat relatable for me as I’ve been around a lot of people who couldn’t speak English and 

only spoke broken English. I grew up in San Francisco which is a very diverse city. People there 

are free to speak whatever they want because there really is no established language like the 

prompt wanted to create. That is why I was so particularly against the creation of a rule where 

all communication would be solely in English. The concept is just so far over my head that it 

seems crazy and wild. Established languages are created solely for the purpose of enhancing 

communication and making it faster. However, in that process, so much history and culture is 

lost that is of great importance. Although knowing where you came from might not seem like a 

big deal, it is important to know for passing down your heritage. Otherwise, we would all be 

just blindly American, not Asian-American or African-American. After the writing diagnostic, we 

discussed two articles that were the basic foundation to our college writing. One was an article 

on how to read effectively and highlight the most important points to annotate. The other was 

about how writing in college differed from high school and what defined a college paper. I 

thought both these essays were important because they laid the foundation for our future 

writings. 
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 The first article we studied was Roberts’ A Brief History of English. It detailed how it is 

just as important to know the history behind words as well as the meanings. I found it 

interesting how he drew evidence from all these words with Anglo-Saxon and many other 

various roots. When you think about it, English was a language created from words that were 

formed from many other languages. It is pretty amazing how all these words and roots came 

together to create a new language with its own unique rules for grammar and spelling. Hellen 

Keller’s, The Day Language Came Into My Life, made me realize how important literacy has 

been in my life. I’ve taken it for granted simply because I failed to realize how amazing of a task 

it really is and what it comprises of. Keller states the importance of literacy quite plainly when 

she recounts her first experience with learning, but it makes quite the impact because of the 

emphasis she puts on it. Raymond’s On Being 17, Bright, and Unable to Read, shows how not be 

literate can have a negative influence on your life when living in a place where literacy is 

expected. Even though literacy is a gift, many people view it as something mandatory, where if 

you don’t have it, you’re inferior or stupid. As we can see in Raymond’s case, this is not true. He 

is actually really clever and intelligent, despite his learning disability. 
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 I never really differentiated from symbols and signs until I read Langer’s  Language and 

Thought. She provides a well-thought out analysis of why symbols and signs are different and 

how the difference is important. I had always known that there was a difference in my mind but 

never consciously processed the fact. Langer believes that this conscious differentiation is what 

separates us from apes and other animals. It is an interesting train of thought which led me to 

thinking, is that really all? I believe that there is much more to the human experience than that. 

The amount of qualities in which we differ from other animals is so vast. Shitty First Drafts by 

Lamott was my favorite piece by far. The writing was provocative, funny, and actually quite 

informative. Despite its rather coarse title, the piece of writing serves its purpose. It explains to 

the average person how the writing experience truly works. Reading it helped me so much with 

my narrative essay first draft. Instead of thinking about what to write and spending hours and 

hours, I just wrote what came to my mind and instead produced a fairly high quality piece in a 

short amount of time. I know that it still needs work, but that’s what a first draft is for. It allows 

us to improve a piece of writing through editing and reviewing it. I feel very involved with the 

reading due to Lamott’s use of slang as well. It creates a personal feel to it, like as if I was 

talking to a close friend. Her piece serves to be both interesting and informative which is why I 

favor it out of all the pieces of work. 
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 Today, we brought in our first drafts of our narrative essays about literacy to work on in a 

peer workshop as well as go over several stories that we read. We only discussed one of the 

stories we read which was What Happens When People Write by Maxine Hairston. We went 

over the questions which were focused on the differences between professional and normal 

writers. Personally, I felt that Hairston’s analogy was pretty spot-on. The majority of writers 

don’t actually have a great amount of talent for writing. They just hold a passion for it and put in 

the effort they need to be successful. I also felt that Hairston’s explanation of explanatory and 

exploratory writing was interesting. I never really noticed that I used different types of writing. 

However, now that it’s been brought up to my attention, I realize I do differentiate my writing. 

After finishing the questions, we started the peer workshop. Personally, although I feel that peer 

workshops are always helpful, I believe it was too quiet in the room. A more effective method of 

helping each other in my opinion would have involved much more talking between us. I felt that 

a single read-over and then correcting each other’s essays together would have been much more 

helpful. Regardless, the peer workshop did help me see some mistakes in my writing and how I 

could have formatted it better. I made plenty of corrections of my partners paper, but I felt that 

some of them without proper explanation, would leave someone confused. I tried my best to 

explain in the short time we had left, but it wasn’t enough. 
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 Today, we discussed Murray’s The Maker’s Eye: Revising Your Own Manuscripts. What 

Murray is trying to convey to us is that an essay is comprised of more than just a first draft. 

Professional writers consider a first draft but a small step in the writing process. However, I kind 

of disagree. I think the first draft of a piece of writing is actually very important because it 

provides and outline for you and is the basis of any future corrections or changes. Murray then 

discusses the merits of information and meaning because the two must coexist together in a well-

written essay. Meaning is nothing without evidence to support it and information is useless 

without an analysis. Murray is convinced however that the most essential component of the 

writing process is revision and editing though. He explains how there is a clear difference 

between the two and how that enables us to become better writers. Personally, I usually just start 

editing without revising my essay very much. However, I see how that could possibly destroy the 

flow of my essay when certain sentences work well together. I think I should take more time to 

revise my essays rather than trying to finish quickly and going straight to the editing process. It 

would help me get a more in-depth analysis of my essay and allow me to make changes or edit it 

in a more orderly fashion. Murray also states how the writing process is never over which I agree 

with completely. If there were no deadlines and they were paid regardless, writers would always 

be conflicted over their work, struggling to improve it to what the envision it to be. 
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 We turned in our final drafts today which I was kind of nervous about, since it is our first 

essay. I also didn’t go to a tutor so I’m not sure if my essay needed more work or not. However, I 

know that this is a learning experience and I’m sure I’ll be able to look upon this as my first 

college paper fondly. We were introduced to the next essay topic today about classification and 

labels. We went off-topic a bit and discussed languages everyone spoke but it was interesting 

how different people interacted with their cultures. I think that this essay will be a bit more 

difficult because it requires some analysis of what happened to us as children. We also discussed 

Allport’s The Language of Prejudice, where he discusses how different words can have many 

connotations depending on how you word them. For example, he talks about how black often has 

a negative connotation, whereas white often means good. Allport stated what I think I mostly 

knew already due to taking AP psychology in high school but he applied it more in-depth 

towards writing and how it affects it. He made some good points about how sometimes it is 

inevitable and we, as writers, just have to adjust to the prejudice that comes with the words. 
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 Today, we discussed language that can be considered taboo in many aspects, regarding 

women. In Zeisler’s, “The B-Word? You Betcha”, Zeisler explains how she uses the word bitch 

to empower women, rather than as a derogatory term. She considers the word bitch to be targeted 

towards women despite that fact that it can be used to demean men as well. Usually bitch is used 

to describe women who go against the norm, regardless of whether or not her argument is valid. 

Men see women who are outspoken as nothing but a nuisance. When used to describe men, it is 

often used to insult them, such as saying they are bitching out. However, this insult has a 

meaning behind it that is derogatory towards women. “Bitching” out means that they are being a 

bitch or a woman. Although Zeisler tries to use the word bitch to empower women, men often 

aren’t ready to accept the word as something that isn’t offensive. Men assume that women who 

are bitches are some sort of feminist. In Bilger’s writing, another issue concerning women is 

discussed. The use of “guys” is hurtful because it erases the presence of women in a group. 

Using the phrase “you guys” says that the women aren’t important enough to be differentiated. 

The can simply be grouped. Together with the guys, who are the clear leaders of the group. 
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 Politics and the English Language describes how politics has a large influence on how 

we speak and the diction that we choose. For example, some terms are deemed politically 

incorrect because they influence the voter’s view on that politician. Because of this, politicians 

are careful when they speak in front of large crowds. They often have speechwriters to write 

their speeches for them before speaking in front of a large assembly.  This is because a few 

spoken words can make a candidate seem incompetent, rude, or ignorant of issues at hand. And 

because we often place politicians on a pedestal, we generally try to imitate their behaviors, due 

to the idea that they are a step above the average American. This often makes several phrases or 

words inaccessible to the public in fear of looking ignorant or outspoken. The Word of 

Doublespeak concerns the different words people use to describe the same things. For example, 

lawyers use different phrases from farmers out in the middle of Kansas to describe property. 

Doublespeak is important because it brings diversity to the English language. However, it can 

also create confusion when people come together and they use different words. Doublespeak also 

creates problems when it comes to testimonials and evidence however. People can use different 

diction in order to bend the truth and enable them to lie, under the pretense of not understanding. 

However, doublespeak’s benefits are much greater than the few negativities that it creates.  



Raymond Louie 

Wri-001 Sec. 40 

Ms. Toconis 

October 4, 2012 

Journal #11 

 Today, we discussed common fallacies that writers encounter in their work. For example, 

writers feel an expectation to write a large amount. Because of this, they often fill their writings 

with meaningless metaphors or other figures of speech which are replacements for actual text 

that involves the reader. The examples of metaphors given in the text, are extremely effective 

because they not only give a visual image, but reference the topic itself. For example, a metaphor 

involving a cuttlefish and writers spewing out ink is used. It is effective because both the 

metaphor and the topic being referenced are taking a similar action. It also uses hints such as 

talking about how writers instinctively try to make up for a lack of creativity by using filler 

words and phrases. This works well with the example of a cuttlefish because animals rely on 

their instincts. For the workshop today, we tried to focus less on grammar and punctuation and 

more on the text of the essay. I felt that this was more important because even if you have 

everything grammatically and punctually correct, it doesn’t matter if your essay has no context. I 

also liked how instead of them just writing on your paper, you actually could talk about criticism 

and such. It was a lot more helpful than the last one but we were a bit short on time.  
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 Today we discussed two articles relating to essay number three.  The first article was 

concerning weasel words and how they’re used to mislead people.  The biggest example of a 

weasel word they used was the word “help”.  Help is supposed to mean to aid or assist in 

something.  However, when used in advertising, advertisers use it to construe it as a cure when it 

is nothing more than a supplement that aids in the process of something.  “helping” can be used 

very broadly and is the reason why it is used so frequently in the advertisement of medicines.  It 

guarantees nothing and is not under any regulations from the FDA or other government agencies.  

The other article talked about how advertising in America is the result of both overly competitive 

markets and the desire to sell products for more than what they’re worth.  Large companies have 

to deceive consumers in order to put them a step ahead in the market.  If they were to be 100% 

honest and their competitors weren’t, they would lose out on a large amount of business.  

However, some companies act simply out of greed.  Overall, I believe false advertising is the 

result of the overcrowding of markets in America though.  


